Confirmed Minutes – Ordinary Meeting – March 10th 2026

COLD ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL Ordinary Parish Meeting Confirmed Minutes – 10th March 2026.

I HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that an Ordinary Meeting of the above-named Parish Council will be held at COLD ASHTON PARISH HALL on Tuesday March 10th at 8.00pm.  All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving the business to be transacted as set out below.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (age, race, gender, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, marital status, religion & belief, pregnancy & maternity and disability) Crime and Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Members of the public and press are entitled to be at the following meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1 unless excluded by the Parish Council by resolution during the whole or part of the proceedings. Such entitlement does not however include the right to speak on any matter except at the commencement of the meeting given over specifically for that purpose.


	Signed: Ian Smith (Clerk to PC)
	

	Date of Summons:
4th March 2026
	



The following business will be transacted.

Start of Meeting record at 8:00pm, Cold Ashton Parish Hall

1. [bookmark: _Hlk199964532]To Receive Apologies for Absence and to Confirm Attendance. 

	Councillor 
	Attending
	Apologies

	Phil Wyatt
	X
	

	Philip Bloomfield
	X
	

	Monica Green
	X
	

	Ken Purnell
	X
	

	Nigel Trapp
	X
	



Others Present [record names]: 

Marilyn Palmer
Cullum McAlpine
Richard Hayhurst
Steve Morris (representing Village Hall committee)
Flo
Harrison Bath

Ben Stokes (apologies)

2. To declare any conflict of interests with items on the agenda

Phil Wyatt declared a conflict of interest against item 8
Ian Smith declared that he was also a member of the Village Hall Committee (in relation to item 6)

3. To confirm the minutes of the ordinary meeting of January 13th 2026. 

The meeting minutes were agreed and signed by Phil Wyatt

4. To approve payments against Budget for 2025/26 and 2026/27

· Bank balances. 
· List of items due for payment in the next 2 months

	Cheque number
	Invoice Number
	Payee
	Detail
	Net value
	Gross value (with VAT)

	100531
	CA25-014
	TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITES
	For up-grading website and create gov.uk email accounts (1801533)
	
	£120.00

	100532
	CA26-004
	TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITES
	For website services 2026/27 – marginal increase for running new site and web accounts (1801544)
	
	£222.50

	100533
	CA25-020
	ALCA 
	Training for the Clerk on Assertion 10
	
	£35.00



Ian Smith as clerk presented the current bank balances for the Parish Council – we are spending against budget for 25/26 – and we are now invoicing against payments for budgetary year 26/27

Ian Smith presented the items for payment – Phil Wyatt and Ken Purnell signed the cheques having checked the amounts

ACTION: Ian Smith noted the need to extend the number of signatories for payment mandate – and would extend coverage to include Phil Bloomfield for the next meeting.

5. Set a budget for 2026/27

Ian Smith presents Finance Report

We did not establish a budget for 26/27 – we have set a precept and we already are viewing standard payments for services such as insurance, website provision, information commission and ALCA payments.  

ACTION: set out budgetary parameters at May meeting – Ian Smith to prepare a report on council finances

6. Toilet renewal in the Village Hall – to discuss the possible financial assistance of the Parish Council to the Village Hall renovation project

Present project for toilet renovation from Village Hall Committee

On behalf of the Village Hall Committee, Ian Smith presents the project for renovating the toilet area for the Village Hall.  The Village Hall Committee have commissioned a series of designs for the renovation of the current toilets that will permit the hall to welcome people with mobility issues and to accommodate a wide range of users.  The Village Hall committee estimate that the cost of upgrading the toilets would be of the order of £18k and have been seeking finance from a number of different public and private sources.  The Village Hall committee would be contributing £3k directly to the project.  They now ask the Parish Council to support this project – as the Hall is the most significant piece of social infrastructures in the Parish.

We discussed the options.  The Council was favourable to granting the Village Hall committee £3k (matching the Village Hall Committee) towards the project.

Ian Smith (as CFO) could confirm that the Parish Council had the resources to offer this grant.  

Councillors voted in favour of giving the grant.

ACTION: Ian Smith to arrange the raising of the invoice and any arrangements necessary to ensure the use of the public moneys granted to the Village Hall committee.

7. Councillor announcement

Councillor Ken Purnell – has announced his retirement from the Council.  This is to be his last meeting.
ACTION: Ian Smith to report retirement to Electoral Services at South Gloucestershire Council – and that will trigger the process of doing a Notice of Casual Vacancy

8. Planning application – Air BNB for Cold Ashton – to discuss Council response to recent planning application

Discussion of P26/00308 – Change of use from agricultural barn to 2 no. short term holiday let (use class C3) – consultation ends on March 13th

Ian Smith presented the planning application outline – with the planning proposal report and schematic plans.

There was a discussion about this planning application.  Neighbours to the development (Flo and Harrison).  They were objecting to the development on the grounds of it being a bad neighbour development for their amenity

The Parish Council decided given the weight of opposition to the development in the village – with particular concerns as to whether the proposed short term let would become a “party house” similar to the current non-compliant short-term holiday lets in Pennsylvania – that the Parish Council would object to the proposed development
ACTION: Ian Smith to draft an official objection to the posted on the South Gloucestershire Planning Portal that would outline the Council objections

ACTION: all present were reminded that the Parish Council objection would need to be supported by individual objections by villagers.

9. Renewable energy project for Charmy Down – information in relation to rumours of renewable energy scheme on Charmy Down

Report of Meeting in Batheaston Parish on March 5th – to discuss current project to identify renewable “productive capacity” in parishes of Batheaston and St Catherines (a verbal report)

Ian Smith reported back on a meeting on March 5th 2026 at the Batheaston Parish church – where the consultation exercise for the “St Catherine’s Valley area” had been discussed.  It was noted that the areas to the north of Charmy Down on the boundary with Cold Ashton were deemed suitable for large wind generators through the consultation exercise – even though this would have a major impact on the Parish, we had not been included in the consultation to date.

ACTION: keep a weather eye on this on-going consultation exercise

10. Progress on Neighbourhood Plan

Report on progress – and timescale of work

Nigel Trapp reported on on-going work for the Neighbourhood Plan.  This will be more fully discussed at the July 2026 meeting.  The Parish has lodged its wish to outline a neighbourhood plan with the Local Planning Authority.

Nigel would present a questionnaire design for the initial consultation at the July meeting.

11. Access only project – to report back on SGC request for a site meeting

Report on response from Road Traffic Team

Ian Smith reported that SGC road team were not able to do a site visit.

ACTION: Ian Smith to respond to the road team agreeing to their proposition for a no entry signage.  Details to be discussed at the point where the project is prioritised by SGC

12. Pot holes and announcements of road repairs – report on the functioning of SGC reporting mechanisms on pot holes

Report on dysfunction of SGC reporting process

Many residents have been reporting pot holes through the village of Cold Ashton (whilst also acknowledging the presence of pot holes everywhere on the rural lane network).  At least 5 reports were submitted to Streetcare in early to mid-February and nothing appears to have been done.

The Council would like to hear some news

ACTION: Marilyn Palmer offered to raise the issue with the Streetcare team if we could send her the report IDs from the pot hole reporting site.

13. Report on Streetcare work – to report on works carried out by Streetcare in the Parish

We noted that the Streetcare team had been busy
We also noted that the Streetcare team has supported villagers who are organising a spring tidy up on March 20th.

14. Upgrade of Cold Ashton to gov.uk and the need to move councillors to councillor email accounts

Arrange times and meetings with councillors to set up individual councillor email accounts

Ian Smith reported on progress to a .gov.uk domain.  He would send out the password details and information on how to upload the email system for councillors.

If councillors had problems, Ian would arrange to show them how the system works.

15. Fixing the noticeboard

We noted that the Village Hall committee has asked for the noticeboard to be tidied up.  We acknowledge that there needs to be a better pin board area in the noticeboard itself and that we can give over half of the board for Village Hall notices.

ACTION: Phil Bloomfield and Nigel Trapp are going to sort out some conte board that could be the basis of the pin board area.  The ability to pin up notices in a physical location is an important aspect of what a Parish Council needs to do.

16. AGAR issues
· Confirmation of auditor (and fee)
· The criteria by which we will be judged this year

Ian Smith presented the new dimensions against which the Parish Council will be judged for the AGAR process.
We note our progress in setting up the .gov.uk website and the individual email accounts – we also noted that Phil Wyatt and Nigel Trapp will do the -e-training course on GDPR requirements.

ACTION: Ian Smith will arrange the e-training for Phil Wyatt and Nigel Trapp

The Council confirmed that Anthony Jay will be auditor for the AGAR process this year.  The fee is to be £100 inclusive.

17. Reports and news from South Gloucestershire Council

South Gloucestershire local plan has

18. Next meeting - Ordinary Meeting 6: 8pm, Tuesday May 12th 2026 – Cold Ashton Parish Hall.
19. Followed by Annual Meeting: 8:30pm, Tuesday May 12th 2026 – Cold Ashton Parish Hall

Councillors to note the later starting time


Thank you everyone

End of meeting recorded at 9:30pm


These minutes are an accurate record of our meeting:

	SIGNED BY:
	



	DATE:
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