Confirmed Minutes – Ordinary Meeting – May 26th 2026 v1

COLD ASHTON PARISH COUNCIL [Ordinary] Meeting Confirmed Minutes – 26th May 2026.

I HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that an Ordinary Meeting of the above-named Parish Council will be held at COLD ASHTON PARISH HALL on Tuesday May 26th at 8pm.  All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving the business to be transacted as set out below.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (age, race, gender, gender reassignment, sexual orientation, marital status, religion & belief, pregnancy & maternity and disability) Crime and Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Members of the public and press are entitled to be at the following meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1 unless excluded by the Parish Council by resolution during the whole or part of the proceedings. Such entitlement does not however include the right to speak on any matter except at the commencement of the meeting given over specifically for that purpose.


	Signed: Ian Smith (Clerk to PC)
	

	Date of Summons:
18th May 2026
	



The following business will be transacted.

Start of Meeting record at [8.35], Cold Ashton Parish Hall

1. To Receive Apologies for Absence and to Confirm Attendance. 

	Councillor 
	Attending
	Apologies

	Phil Wyatt
	X
	

	Philip Bloomfield
	X
	

	Monica Green
	X
	

	Nigel Trapp
	
	X



Others Present [record names]: 

Ben Stokes
Marilyn Palmer









2. To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th March 2026 (see attached minutes to meeting)

Minutes approved by council and signed by Phil Wyatt

3. [bookmark: _Hlk197858021]Matters arising from the minutes of previous ordinary meeting (and not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda).

TO be discussed in this meeting

4. To discuss and establish the Parish Council opinion of development control/management issues.

· P22/06132/F – Old Chapel
For information the Old Chapel applicant has come to an arrangement with the Highways Authority about splays and drains.  The application is to be re-submitted and the applicant will seek support from the Parish Council at that point.
The Parish Council would support the completion of this long planning process

· P26/00624/F - - Juniper Lodge Barn Extension
This is a complicated application – there may be some delay because there has been a schedule of enforcement over a business use on the current farm site.  Until this issue has been resolved, the planning authority is likely to delay any planning matter.

5. Discussion of progress on filling Parish Councillor casual vacancy

The Council discussed.  Ian Smith indicated that the notice of casual vacancy still has time to run.  At that point we could discuss co-option.
Marilyn Palmer asked that all potential co-optees should be kept informed of process because Council would not be discussing this matter until mid-July.

6. To agree financial actions required for the period May-July 2026.

· Reconciliation of council expenditure and revenues since 31st March 2025
· Bank balances. 
· Mandates
· Confirm budgetary envelopes
· Confirm appointment of Tony Jay over next audit cycle (26/27) as “internal” auditor (or critical friend)
· List of items due for payment in the next 2 months

	Cheque number
	Invoice Number
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross value (with VAT)

	100534
	CA25-012
	Ian Smith
	Salary for Q4 2025/26
	£607.00

	100535
	CA25/019
	Tony Jay
	Auditing services for 2025/26 cycle
	£100.00

	100536
	CA26-001
	ALCA/NALC
	Subscription for support services for 2026/27
	£82.05

	100537
	CA26-002
	Arthur J Gallagher Insurance Brokers Ltd
	Annual Insurance for 2026/27 (starting June 1st)
	£422.37




· Record of maintenance carried out since last meeting 

We discussed the new roles for oversight of expenditure.  There is a need to keep regular reconciliations against bank statement figures – Ian Smith as RFO needs to do this more regularly (in keeping with good practice for Parish Councils).  Monica Green was asked to take up the role of checking bank reconciliation figures – as Monica is the only councillor who is not mandated to sign cheques.

Ian Smith showed Monica Green the reconciled bank statements.

Ian Smith presented the cheques that the Council needs to sign.  Monica Green checks the amounts and the mandated signatories sign off the cheques.

Parish Council notes that the Auditor will be raising their fees for the next cycle of audit.

We discussed the conditions that are needed for the Parish Grant that the Parish Council has made available to the Parish Hall Committee at the last meeting.  At the March meeting, councillors agreed that a £3000 grant should be made available to help the Parish Hall Committee upgrade the toilets.  Given that it is public money the Council feels that it should made the grant payable on satisfaction of the following conditions:
· That the money is spent on upgrading the toilets
· That the upgrade should be on an appropriate commercial standard that would permit the Village Hall Committee to continue to rent out the hall for suitable events
· That the upgrade project should permit the Village Hall and the Village Hall Committee to meet all its responsibilities under equality legislation (with regards to all nine protected characteristics under equalities legislation).

7. To discuss, approve and agree a register of risk for parish business (including digital assets) – and to approve mitigative procedures associated with those risks.

· Report to be attached

Parish council is reminded of the register or risk
Parish council is informed that Ian Smith has been trying to prepare a digital asset register

8. To determine interest in consulting on a Neighbourhood Plan for Cold Ashton Parish

· Report on progress – and plan for consultation

This is to be carried over to the July meeting

9. Avon and Somerset Police report

To be carried over to the July meeting

10. A.O.B. (any issues arising that are not covered by other headings)

a. Information and reports arising from South Gloucestershire business

Boyd Valley councillors notes:
· 16 June Armed Forces Day – to support the Armed Force Covenant – where there are job interviews and a veteran applies, the veteran should be on the interview short list
· A420 – speed restrictions – still being discussed
· The issue of the Green Belt becoming the Grey Belt – new planning definitions are emerging as part of plans to facilitate more housing development.  There is a test case new Pucklechurch of the new Grey Belt concept – watch this space
· The new bin collection cycle – South Glos reports that the bin app has been a success

11. Date of Next Meetings

· Ordinary Meeting – 8.00 Tuesday 14th July 2026 at the Cold Ashton Village/Parish Hall



Thank you everyone

End of meeting recorded at 8.50


These minutes are an accurate record of our meeting:

	SIGNED BY:
	



	DATE:
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